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Popup Windows

1. Introduction

The following topic explains how to collect datafrom a nested page flow and ‘return’ the data
to the nesting/main page flow. The nested page flow can appear as a popup window if so
desired.

2. Submit/Display Cyclein a Single Page Flow

Before we get to nested page flows and popup windows, lets first take alook at the basic
page flow submission cycle. Below is adiagram of the basic cycle.

singlepageflow

Below isthe code for the basic cycle: (1) i ndex. j sp containsthe form for collecting data,
(2) the submission is handled by the method submi t () , and (3) the submitted datais
displayed by resul ts. | sp.

index.jsp
<netui:form acti on="subm t">
Name: <net ui : t ext Box dat aSour ce="acti onFor m nane"/ >
Favorite Color: <netui:textBox dataSource="acti onForm col or"/>
<br/>

<net ui : button type="submt" val ue="submt"/>
</ netui:fornp

Controller.java

@pf. Controller(
si nmpl eAct i ons={
@pf. Si npl eActi on( nanme="begi n", pat h="index.jsp")

public class Controller
ext ends PageFl owControl | er

{
@pf . Acti on(
f or war ds={
@ pf . For war d(
name = "success",
path = "results.jsp"
)
}

prot ected Forward submnit (Subm t Form forn

return new Forward("success", "form', form);
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}

public static class SubnitForm

{
private String _nane;
private String _color;
public String getName()

return _nane;

}

public void setName(String val ue)

—~

_nanme = val ue;

ublic String get Col or()

return _color;

ublic void setColor(String val ue)

_col or = val ue;

-~ ~T -~ o~ —

}
}

resultsjsp

Submi tted Narme: ${pagel nput.form nane}

<br/ >

Subm tted Col or: ${pagel nput.form col or}

<br/ >

<br/ >

<net ui : anchor acti on="begi n">[start over]</netui:anchor>

3. Submit/Display Cycle with Nested Page Flow
In this section we introduce a nested page flow to help collect data from the user.

When the user clicks the "get color” button (seethei ndex. | sp page below), an instance of
anested page flow is created (GetColor.java). When the user submits the form within the
nested page flow, the datais 'returned' to populate the form within the main/nesting page
flow.

The diagram below shows how the user moves into the nested page flow, and then back into
the main/nesting page flow.

nested_2
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The code for the main and nested page flow follows.

index.jsp
<netui:form acti on="subm t">
Name: <net ui : t ext Box dat aSour ce="acti onFor m nane"/ >
Favorite Color: <netui:textBox dataSource="acti onForm color"/>
<br/>

<net ui : button type="submt" val ue="get color" action="getColor"/>
<net ui : button type="submt" val ue="subnmit"/>
</ netui:fornpr

Controller.java

public class Controller
ext ends PageFl owControl | er
{

/**

* This action forwards to the nested page flow to gather the favorite
color;/
prot ect ed Forward get Col or ( Subm t For m f or m)

return new Forward("get Col or Fl ow") ;

@pf . Acti on(
f or war ds={
@ pf . For war d(
name="success",
navi gat eTo=Jpf. Navi gat eTo. curr ent Page

}

prot ected Forward col or Success( String col or )

Submi t For m previ ousForm = ( Submi t Form ) get Previ ousFor nBean() ;
previ ousForm set Col or ( col or );
return new Forward( "success", previousForm);

}

resultsjsp

[ unchanged from above]
getColor/index.jsp
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<net ui : form acti on="subni t Col or" >
Col or: <br/>
<net ui : sel ect dat aSource="acti onForm col or" size="5">
<net ui : sel ect Opti on val ue="red" />
<net ui : sel ect Opti on val ue="bl ue" />
<net ui : sel ect Opti on val ue="green" />
<net ui : sel ect Opti on val ue="yel | ow' />
<net ui : sel ect Opti on val ue="or ange" />
</ netui : sel ect >
<br/ >
<netui : button type="submt" val ue="subnmit"/>
</ netui:fornp

getColor/GetColor .java
package get Col or

i mport javax.servlet.http.HttpSession

i mport org. apache. beehi ve. net ui . pagef | ow. PageFl owContr ol | er
i mport org. apache. beehi ve. net ui . pagef | ow. For war d;

i mport org. apache. beehi ve. net ui . pagef | ow. annot at i ons. Jpf;

i mport javax.servlet.http.HtpServl et Request;

i mport org.apache. struts. action. Acti onMappi ng;

@pf.Controller(
nest ed=t r ue,
si npl eAct i ons={
@pf . Si npl eActi on( hame="begi n*, pat h="index.|sp")

)
public class GetCol or extends PageFl owController

@pf . Acti on(
f or war ds={
@ pf . For war d(
nane="done",
ret ur nActi on="col or Success",
out put For nBeanType=St ri ng. cl ass)

}

prot ected Forward subm t Col or ( Col or Form form)

return new Forward( "done", formgetColor() );

}

public static class Col or Form
private String _color;
public String getCol or ()
{

return _color;

Page 5



Popup Windows

public void setColor(String val ue)
{

_col or = val ue;

}
4. Submit/Display Cycle with Nested Page Flow (Popup Window Enabled)

This section explains how to make the nested page flow appear as a popup window.

4.1. The Popup Attribute

If you want your nested page flow to run inside a popup window set the popup attribute to
"true"

<net ui : button type="submt" val ue="Pick Col or" action="get Col or"
popup="true">
<net ui : confi gurePopup | ocati on="fal se" w dt h="550" hei ght ="150">
</ net ui : conf i gur ePopup>
</ net ui : butt on>

This attribute islegal on all tags that can raise an action, except for <netui:imageButton>.
1. <netui:anchor>

2. <netui:imageAnchor>

3. <netui:button>

4. <netui:area>

Note - Popup window support uses JavaScript behind the scenes. <netui:imageButton> is
used for submitting a form without JavaScript, and thus cannot accept the popup attribute.

4.2. The <netui:configurePopupTag>

Use the <netui:configurePopup> tag to determine the shape of the popup window.

<net ui : button type="submt" val ue="Pick Col or" action="get Col or"
popup="true">
<net ui : confi gurePopup | ocati on="fal se" w dt h="550" hei ght="150">
</ net ui : confi gur ePopup>
</ net ui : butt on>

4.3. The <netui:retrievePopupOutput>

To access values returned by the nested page flow use the <netui:retrievePopupOutput> tag,
for example,

<net ui : retri evePopupQut put dat aSour ce="out put For mBean. col or"
t agl dRef ="col orFi el d"/ >

Include multiple instances of the tag to set multiple fields.
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Note - the <netui:retrievePopupOutput> tag must be nested inside the
<netui:configurePopup> tag even if the <netui:configurePopup> tag has no attributes

The <netui:retrievePopupOutput> tag has two attributes, dat aSour ce andt agl dRef ,
both of which are required. Both accept expressions that can be evaluated at runtime.

Note - 'out put For nBean' isa special databinding context that appliesin this situation. It
isthe "return value" of the nested page flow: It receives the value generated by the
‘outputFormBean' (or ‘outputFormBeanType') in the returnAction forward from the nested
page flow. This databinding context is only legal when used in the
<netui:retrievePopupOutput> tag.

4.4. The _auto Global Forward

If you are returning data from the nested flow it is passed as a bean to the action in the
nesting page flow, for example

@pf. Action()
publ i c Forward nest edPageFl owGot Col or ( Get Col or. Col or For m col or For n)

return new Forward("_auto");

Here iswhat the code looks like in the nested page flow

@pf. Acti on(
f orwar ds={
@ pf . For war d( nane="success",
ret ur nAct i on="nest edPageFl owGot Col or ",
out put For nBeanType=Col or For m cl ass

)
}

public Forward done( Col or Form returnForm)

return new Forward("success", returnFornj;

The bean returned to the nesting flow is accessed in the page using the special data binding
context, out put For nBean

Page 7



	1 Introduction
	2 Submit/Display Cycle in a Single Page Flow
	3 Submit/Display Cycle with Nested Page Flow
	4 Submit/Display Cycle with Nested Page Flow (Popup Window Enabled)
	4.1 The Popup Attribute
	4.2 The <netui:configurePopupTag>
	4.3 The <netui:retrievePopupOutput>
	4.4 The _auto Global Forward


